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Minutes of PACRS Member Meeting 
October 23, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. 

Lure Bar & Grill 

 

In attendance:  Rick Georgeson,  Colette & Tom Camerano, Steve Taylor,  Linda & Larry Everson, Virgil 
Miller, Jim Murphy,  Wayne Gjersvig,  Ron Von Haden, Mark Diedrich, Gerry Ganther, Mike Coke,  Janie 
Raab,  Curtis & Linda Frost, Susan Sanford, Shane Wucherpfennig, Rick Potter, Dave Kersten, Steven 
Schmidt, John Kelm, Darrin Johnson, Mark Diedrich, Wally Sedlar, Greg Lowe, Tim Wilson and David 
Gorski   
 
Call to Order:  President, Rick Georgeson called the meeting to order at 10:05 with introductions.   
 
Secretary’s Report:  Colette Camerano distributed the September Annual Meeting Minutes by email and 
regular mail.  Lynda Everson made a motion to approve the minutes as distributed. Jim Murphy seconded 
the motion. Motion passed to accept the minutes as recorded.    
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Steve Taylor reported on PACRS current bank balances.  Steve has prepared the 
operating budget for 2016 and it will be reviewed in detail at our November meeting.  The balance owed to 
Golden Sands for the Clean Boats Clean Water program is $3332.00 Colette Camerano gave a summary 
that was prepared by one of the inspectors on their experience working at the Petenwell landings. 
   

 Petenwell County Park: 849 boats, 1509 people 

 Wilderness Park: 305 boats, 581 people 

 Castle Rock County Park: 20 boats, 29 people 
 

There seemed to be an interest in continuing the program but at a lesser cost.  December 10th is the date 
to obtain a new grant.  Colette will contact Golden Sands RC&D to determine if there is a way to continue 
participation for approx. $2,000 and in kind hours.  
 
During the year, PACRS receives tremendous support from the River Alliance of Wisconsin.  This year the 
River Alliance’s budget was cut which resulted in the shortfall of one person from their staff. There are 11 
full time positions at the River Alliance and this group supports many citizens groups up and down the 
Wisconsin River.  Just recently, River Alliance organized a meeting with PACRS and other citizens groups 
to meet with DNR Secretary, Cathy Stepp.  A motion was made by Ron Von Haden to help fund the River 
Alliance with a donation $500.00 in addition to our annual $100.00 membership.  The motion was 
seconded by Lynda Everson.  All present were in favor, motion passed.  
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The River Alliance is holding an online auction that begins November 27th and ends December 6th. More 
information is on their website www.wisconsinrivers.org 
 
A motion was made by Colette Camerano to approve the Treasurer’s report.  Virgil Miller seconded the 
motion.  All present were in favor, motion passed.  
 
Election of Officers:  Board member, Lynda Everson, nominated Rick Georgeson as President, Scott 
Bordeau as Vice President, Steve Taylor as Treasurer and Colette Camerano as Secretary.  Board 
members were asked if there were any other nominations.  A motion was made by Ron Von Haden to 
close the nominations and elect the nominees.  Wayne Gjersvig seconded the motion.  All present were in 
favor, motion passed.   
 
Communication Report:  Mike Coke provided statistics on the number of visits to our web site and we 
have 304 fans on FaceBook. Mike went over the PACRS annual plan and discussed tasks that still are 
pending a lead person.  Anyone interested should contact Mike or Colette. 
 
PACRS Fundraiser Report:  Jim Murphy provided the update on our September fundraiser.  The day of 
the event PACRS received $1400.00 from memberships, donations, raffle tickets sold and lunch profits. 
Since the day of the event other strip raffle cards were sold contributing $800.00 to date. Bay Rest Resort 
is selling the remaining slots on 2 additional strip cards.  Prizes on the cards are guided fishing trips.  Rick 
Georgeson stated that this was our first ever fundraiser and thanked Jim Murphy, Gerry Ganther and 
Colette Camerano for all the efforts that made this a success.   
 
PACRS Apparel / T Shirts / Caps: Lynda Everson and Colette Camerano have taken the lead on finding 
companies that can embroider or silk screen t shirts and caps.  Companies in Adams and Juneau counties 
were found to be competitive.  A suggestion was made that since our membership is represented in 2 
counties that we use both companies and split the business. Lynda presented a cap that was embroidered 
by Sportz N More in Adams.  We will have a sample tee shirt when our new decal is finalized with our new 
slogan of “Improving Water Quality Together”. A motion was made by Ron Von Haden to order 500 of the 
new decals.  Lynda Everson seconded the motion.  All present were in favor, motion passed.  
 
WRPCO Stakeholders Meeting:   Darrin Johnson provided an update on the four year pilot of delaying 
the water drawdown on Lake Petenwell.  Normally, the water levels were lowered on or about January 1st.  
The delay pushed the drawdown back until at least February 10th.  During the pilot, the DNR has 
monitored the vegetation growth at 16 subplots on Lake Petenwell.  The vegetation sampling in these 
areas over four years has been successful.  WRPCO will prepare a final report for FERC.  It will take up to 
one year for a decision on whether or not the drawdown will be made permanent.  Until then, the delay will 
continue this winter.  
 
Meeting with Secretary of DNR:  The River Alliance organized a meeting between 5 citizens groups and 
DNR Secretary, Cathy Stepp.  The meeting was held on October 21st in Madison.  Joining PACRS were 
the groups from Big Eau Pleine, Duck Creek, Friend of Lower Wisconsin and Lake Wausau.  Secretary 
Cathy Stepp has been “blown away” by the success of the citizens groups and indicated that our non-
combative approach has been key and there is no limit to what we can do by working together. Secretary 
Stepp is passionate about clean water.  She participated in our Pontoon and Politics held in 2011. Rick 
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explained the water quality study, Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) for the benefit of the new members 
present. The TMDL process placed gauges in the streams and tributaries that flow into the Wisconsin 
River.  These gauges have monitored the nutrient levels since 2009.    We know, by these tools, where the 
heavy loads are coming from.   A computer modeling system is currently analyzing the data. 
Implementation will start 2016 -2017. Citizens Groups are watching what the DNR is doing with the TMDL 
results.  Rick indicated that other than the DNR, other organizations such as DATCP and the Farm Bureau 
should be part of the implementation of the TMDL. Ron Von Haden volunteered to contact the Farm 
Bureau. Dave from Lake Wausau was contacting the Farm Bureau Chapter in Marathon County.   
 
Wisconsin River Symposium: This event will not be held as it has in the past.  A new seminar is being 
formed to bring more agriculture to workshop meetings. 
 
Healthy Soil/Healthy Water Workshop: Susan Sanford reported on the DNR efforts contacting the farm 
groups. The TMDL implementation needs agriculture present at the meetings for their input.  A smaller 
workshop setting “Healthy Soil Healthy Water” has been chosen as the format and will be held at Midstate 
Technical College campus in Wisconsin Rapids on February 22, 2016.   The River Alliance will manage 
the registration for this event. PACRS may be involved with accepting donations and paying expenses.  
Susan said they are trying to keep the registration fee at less than $30.00 per person.  Rick thanked 
Susan for her dedication to the DNR over her last year and a half with them.   
 
Land Water Conservation Report: 
Adams County: Wally Sedlar, Adams County, provided information on projects his department is 
addressing. Issues from manure storage violations, land erosion on the fairgrounds and the Lake Camelot  
drawdown.  The lake levels on Lake Camelot are down 18 inches.  
 
Wood County: Shane Wucherpfennig provided an update on Wood County projects.   The Land Water 
Resource Management Plan was done in Spring of 2015. Shane will revise to include the 9 key elements. 
Citizens are concerned with the Wood County Board over the termination of the ad hoc committee that 
was formed to review the spray irrigation of waste.  A county board meeting was held earlier in the week 
and 20-30 people showed up to discuss why the ad hoc committee was being disband without further 
input.    
 
Juneau County: Greg Lowe provided an update for Juneau County.  Their Land Water Resource Manage 
Plan was re-written 2 ½ years ago.  They are busy with construction projects.  They are also wrapping up 
500 acres of farmland with cover crop under a cost share program.  
 
Other:   Wayne Gjersvig stated that just announced this week the Midwest Environmental Advocates has 
filed a petition with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on behalf of 16 petitioners.  The petition 
asks for Corrective Action to bring Wisconsin back into compliance with the Clean Water Act.  More 
information is on their website www.midwestadvocates.org    
 
Rick Potter commented that the Rapture Education Group Incorporated is in need of deer hearts for the 
raptures in their care.  Deer hearts provide valuable nutrition.  There are approximately 38 eagles in 
rehabilitation.  Pritzl’s in Rome/Nekoosa is a drop off point for the donations.  
 

http://www.midwestadvocates.org/
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Next Meeting Date: Friday, November 20, 2015 at 10:00 a.m. to Noon 
Speaker – Wally Sedlar, Land and Water County Conservationist, Adams County 
Topic: Nutrient Management Plans 
 
Northern Bay Island View Pub 
1844 20th Ave 
Arkdale, WI. 54613  
 
Meeting adjourned 12:30 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Colette Camerano, Secretary 
   


